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THOMPSON SETON,
OTED AUTHOR, DIES

LYriter of 42 Books on Indian
l-ore and Wildlife Also Did
Many of His Own Sketches

2 SANTA FE, N. M., Oct. 23 (P)—
‘rnest Thompson Seton, world-
umed author and authority on In-
:an lore and wildlife, died this
orning at his home in Seton Vil-
ge, ten miles south of Santa Fe.
is age was 86.

Stiil active despite his years, Mr.
eton only a short time ago com-
ieted his forty-second book and
ad made plans for a 10,000-mile
cture tour, He also helped place

Binew roof on his 50,000-volume li-
rary recently.

S His 13€$t known book probably .
a8 ‘'Wild Animals I Have n

~ nown,” published in 1898. It con- ERNEST THOMPSON SDTO};,O
tined 200 of his drawings. This
>ok attracted the attention of
heodore Roosevelt and the two

m>came great personal friends.

mudyard Kipling said the volume
jcd him to write his “Jungle Tales.”

;: A Lover of the Outdoors

F. Ernest Thompson Seton followed

teie call of the wild over prairie

thails and backwoods pathways to
ticternational fame as a naturalist

1id author. Trained as an artist
tr London schools and the ateliers
ti¢ Paris, he found that the remote
ticretches of the Canadian north-
daest afforded him the best chance
sur expression of his many talents.

M He wrote and illustrated more

paan forty books on subjects relat-
{ to woodcraft, scouting, wild an-

maals and Indians. Many of them
tercame best "sellers, He was an
fiathority on Indian lore and his
thome at Santa Fe contained an
paitensive Indian collection.

fic Children of twenty or thirty
kars ago ‘“grew up on” Seton’s

Twoks — he was Ernest Seton

cohompson then. Such of his books

los “The Trail of the Sandhill
fecag,” ‘“The Biography of a Griz-
my,” “Wild Animals I Have
wmown” and ‘“American Woodcraft

Thr Boys” were required reading in

nuousands of American homes,

bo Mr. Seton was interested in na-

mire study from his childhood.

Lehen he wag only 24 years old he

stag naturalist to the Manitoba

coovernment. When he began to
rorite he made the history of beast

stad bird a popular story with mil-

tym; of people because of the “hu-

avanizing” of his subject.

F Studied Art in Youth

-As a small boy in England he
flored an outdoor life and was main-
by interested in hirds. When he
Stent to Canada as a child he al-
onady knew more about wildlife
haan those who had long lived in
Ri'e provincial region where his
Fimily settled.
theMr, Seton, the son of Joseph L.
of \d Alice Snowden Thompson, was
cuirn at Shields, England, Aug. 14,
pa:60. His family descended from!

“orge Seton, Earl of Winton,|
thaose surname he later assumed.|
ane was still a young boy when he|,
whs brought to Lindsay, Ont.,|
arenada. A few years later the fam-|.
the moved to Toronto, where young!,
nuton was educated in the public.
anhools. He also studied art and
inas gold medalist at the high),

‘ool there. .
upAlthough he was set on being a|’
nirturalist his father insisted hej
houdy to be an artist. Accordingly
pe: was sent to London, where he
thet in two years of study at the
bloyal Academy under distinguished
outists. His health broke from ov-
Pawork and he was ordered home.
ing 1882—after earning $60 design-
sicg Christmas cards for a Toronto
Twblisher—he bought a ticket to
Stirberry, Man., where his brother
linnd a farm. He also bought some
aridckens.
ne:Mr. Seton published his first book

' 1885. Recognition of this work
sp/ leading scientists led to his ap-
{ntintment by the Manitoba Gov-
trmnment. The next year he went to
liesw York, where his illustrations

nature studies for The Century

agazine brought success. .

"The bear. the lynx, the partridge
edid the hare were young Mr.
Twton’s especial interests, so in
an90 he went to Paris to stt}dy
Maimal anatomy under leading
ticench teachers so that his own
th:ustrative work might improve.
shany of his paintings were ex-
hibited at the Salon des Artistes
bleangaise.
tr'  painting Created a Turor
I One of his paintings—"Awaited
. Vain”’—which depicted a dawnj
. a northern forest, with a wolf

ggnking his fangs in the body of a
u

pan in the foreground while other
‘olves skulked in the background
gooking at a home with a lighted
Undow—created a mild furor
SPpen it was shown at the Paris
sa‘.xposition. )
> Upon his return from Paris Mr.
eton plunged into writing and lec-|
wring. He delivered more than
2900 lectures in the next twenty
hars. He also studied taxidermy,
fa“nd his rooms in New York, when
e lived here, contained more than
m‘,OOO stuffed animals and skins.
Among Mr. Seton’s best known
in:ooks were “Molly Cottontail,”
My ohg” “Art Anatomy of Ani-
PC33,” aad “Lives of the Game
nimals.” His “Birchbark Roll of
1e Woodcraft Indians”’ originated
ne $pirit of the Boy Scout move-
Buent in the United States. He was
chief scout of the Boy Scouts of
.merica, from 1910 to 1915. He ed-
-ed “Totem Board,” organ of the
cVooderaft League of America, and
evas tne tounder in 1902 of ‘“Wood-
yearaft Indians.” )
C: Mr. Seton received the silver
afiedal of Société I'Acclimatation of
‘rance in 1918, the John Bur-
chughs medal in 1926, and the Dan-
czl Giraud Elliot medal in 1928,
tF At 78 he was the father of his
joecond daughter, Beulah, who often
tkppeared as an Indian dancer on
rograms with him and his second
ezife, the former Julia M. Butree
difoss, herself an authority on In-
tkian life. His first wife, from
vhom he was divorced, was Grace
jallatin, . a writer on the Orient
nd the Near East. Their daugh-
er, Ann, became Mrs. Hamilton
de}hase:. B
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